AP United States History
Course Syllabus

“The AP U.S. History course is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in U.S. History. The program prepares students for immediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full year introductory college courses.  Students should learn to assess historical materials – their relevance to a given interpretive problem, reliability and importance – and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.  An AP U.S. History course should thus develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format”.  
· Taken from AP United States History,– The College Boards, Course Descriptions  (August 2005) 
Course Overview
This course examines the history and development of North America from the inhabitants of pre-Columbian societies to the present.
Course Objectives
♦ master a broad body of historical knowledge

♦ demonstrate an understanding of historical chronology

♦ use historical data to support an argument or position

♦ differentiate between historiographical schools of thought

♦ interpret and apply data from original documents, including cartoons, graphs, letters, etc.
♦ Effectively use analytical skills of evaluation, cause and effect, compare and contrast

♦ work effectively with others to produce products and solve problems

♦ prepare for and successfully pass the AP U.S. History Exam
Textbook:
Norton, Mary Beth, et. al., ‘A PEOPLE AND A NATION’,(Houghton Mifflin, 2005)
WEB Resources:  
Students will be required to have access to the internet in order to prepare various assignments, as well as retrieve them.

http://www.faylehistory.com
Major assignments:
-     Free response and document based essays

· Unit objective examinations

· Group Projects and Presentations
· Mid-Term Examination

· AP Final examination (National Examination)
Units of Study:
Please note that the timeframes for the units of study represent a rough guideline for 

planning purposes.  Some changes in this plan are certain to occur depending on a

number of variables including teacher discretion, snow days, unplanned field trips, new

material, etc.   

September

-  Chapters 16 –18
October

-  Chapters 19 – 22
November

-  Chapters 23 – 25
December

-  Chapters 26 – 27
January

-  Chapters 28 –29 (Mid-term Examinations)
February

-  Chapters 30 –33
March & April
-  Chapters 3 – 15(Review Project)
April


-  Review for AP Exam

The AP Exam occurs in early May and has a cost associated with it. It is a standardized

test and is graded externally.  Grades are  not available until after school 
adjourns for the year.  A typical AP U.S. History exam will consist of eighty multiple
 choice questions, a DBQ (document based question), and two free response questions.
 Students taking the AP exam are excused from taking a final exam.  After the AP exam is

 given, the remainder of the course is given over to topical study.     
Grading:

Tests

-
40% (based upon reading assignments, class discussions, 

films, homework, class projects, etc.)

Homework
-
20%
Essays
-
15%

Projects
-
15%

Citizenship
-
10% (Your citizenship grade is based on promptness, class participation, 


courtesy, and taking responsibility for your own learning.  Part of your 



role in this class is to respect the opinions of those in the class that may 



be different from yours.)
Midterm  examinations count as 20% of the semester-I grade.

Students are expected to sit for the AP National Exam in May, and therefore are not required to take a final exam.

On my web page, I have placed several informative links to the governing body of the AP curriculum which is the College Board.  On these links, you will find helpful information about such topics as the AP National Exam, colleges that accept AP credit, the benefits of taking an AP course, and more.  I strongly encourage parents and students to take a few moments to study this useful and informative material. 
Materials:  Students will be required to cover all books issued to them.  Students are asked to purchase a 3 inch (spine), three ring notebook exclusively for this course.
I would ask that both parent(s) and student sign below, indicating to me that both have read and understand the information provided in this syllabus. 
__________________
__________________     
     ________

         Student

            
   Parent

       
 Date
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